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

Welcome to the first lesson in my 3-Part “Bossa Nova” lesson series.  In this series, I will teach how to 
play the basic Bossa Nova and give you some tools to help develop a good feel for the groove.  I will
also teach you some nice sounding snare drum variations, help you with your left hand independence 
and teach you transitions and fill concepts. 

   
Basic Bossa Nova Pattern

           


1.

To start, let’s get a good feel for the bass drum and hi-hat parts.  The bass drum is the pulse of this 
groove and needs to be solid and consistent at all times. Play the hi-hat lightly. Start slowly and 
practice with a metronome.

    hi-hat   


2. 1! + 2 +

Now we’ll add the snare drum part.  To begin, we’ll play the snare on counts 2 & 4 using a rim click.  
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   
+ 4 +

rim click   


3. 1! + 2 +

For this version we’ll play the snare on the 2 and the “and of 3.  This is the snare drum rhythm that 
appears in the second bar of a basic Bossa Nova
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   
+ 4 +

   


4.

   
Rock Bossa

Now we’ll combine the two previous examples to create a groove I call the “Rock Bossa”.  This groove
is a nice segue to learning the basic Bossa Nova and will work just fine when played in Bossa Nova song. 

           




5.
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The right hand part for the Bossa Nova can also be played on a ride cymbal.  When doing so, your hi-hat 
will play on counts 2&4 with your foot. To start, we’ll practice this pattern without the snare part. 


 







Hi-hat with foot

Ride Cymbal


 








6.

Next, we’ll add the rim click to the above pattern.  Be sure that the rim click locks in with the hi-hat 
on counts 2&4.  


 

 



 

 



7.

Now, let’s play the version with the snare on the 2 and the “and" of 3. 


 

 



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




8.

And last but not least, we’ll play the "Rock Bossa" with the right hand on the ride cymbal and 
the hi-hat on 2&4. 
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 



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
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 



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




9. 1 + 2! + 3

   
+ 4 +

To help get a good feel for the basic Bossa Nova snare drum pattern we’ll only play the snare and hi-hat 
parts and leave off the bass drum for now. Start slowly, count out loud and practice the pattern until it 
becomes muscle memory.  
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   
+ 2 + 3

   
+ 4 +

   




10.

Let’s add the bass drum to the previous pattern and play the full Bossa Nova groove as written at the 
begining of the lesson.

   
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           



Once you are comfortable playing the pattern on a closed hi-hat practice it with your right hand on the 
ride cymbal and play your hi-hat on 2&4.

11.
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
12.

When the song requires a softer touch you can play the right hand part with a brush on the snare drum. 
For this version we’ll play the eighth notes using a side-to-side sweeping motion.  

                Suggested Listening

Antonio Carlos Jobim - "Wave"

Stan Getz & Joao Gilberto - "Getz/Gilberto"

Eliane Elias - "Sings Jobim"

Charlie Byrd & Stan Getz - "Jazz Samba"

Stan Getz & Luiz Bonfa - "Jazz Samba Encore"
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